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PRIMATES AND PHILOSOPHERS: HOW MORALITY EVOLVED
(PAPERBACK)

Princeton University Press, United States, 2009. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 213 x 137 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Can virtuous behavior be explained by nature, and not by human rational choice? It
s the animal in us, we o?en hear when we ve been bad. But why not when we re good? Primates and
Philosophers tackles this question by exploring the biological foundations of one of humanity s most valued
traits: morality. In this provocative book, renowned primatologist Frans de Waal argues that modern-day
evolutionary biology takes far too dim a view of the natural world, emphasizing our selfish genes and
reinforcing our habit of labeling ethical behavior as humane and the less civilized as animalistic. Seeking the
origin of human morality not in evolution but in human culture, science insists that we are moral by choice, not
by nature. Citing remarkable evidence based on his extensive research of primate behavior, de Waal attacks
Veneer Theory, which posits morality as a thin overlay on an otherwise nasty nature. He explains how we
evolved from a long line of animals that care for the weak and build cooperation with reciprocal transactions.
Drawing on Darwin, recent scientific advances, and his extensive research of primate behavior, de Waal
demonstrates a strong continuity between human and animal behavior. He probes issues such as
anthropomorphism and human responsibilities toward animals. His compelling account of how human
morality evolved out of mammalian society will fascinate anyone who has ever wondered about the origins
and reach of human goodness. Based on the Tanner Lectures de Waal delivered at Princeton University s Center
for Human Values in 2004, Primates and Philosophers includes responses by the philosophers Peter Singer,
Christine M. Korsgaard, and Philip Kitcher and the science writer Robert Wright. They press de Waal to clarify...
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Related eBooks

A merica s L o n gest War:  Th e U n ited  States an d  Vietn am, 1950- 1975 ( Pap erb ack)               
McGraw-Hill Education - Europe, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 5th.
206 x 137 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Respected for its thorough research,
comprehensive coverage, and clear, readable style, America s...
Read  PDF »

H an d s Free M ama: A  Gu id e to  Pu ttin g Do w n  th e Ph o n e, Bu rn in g th e To - Do  L ist,                        
an d  L ettin g Go  o f  Perf ectio n  to  Grasp  Wh at Really  M atters! ( Pap erb ack)                 
ZONDERVAN, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 211 x 137 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Rachel Macy StaIord s post The Day I Stopped Saying Hurry Up was
a true phenomenon on...
Read  PDF »

N ickel Plated  ( Pap erb ack)    
Amazon Encore, United States, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 206 x 137 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. It was weird to just get a contact out of nowhere. She
was a kid, though,...
Read  PDF »

I A m Read in g:  N u rtu rin g Y o u n g C h ild ren  s M ean in g M akin g an d  J o y f u l                                     
En gagemen t w ith  A n y  Bo o k ( Pap erb ack)           
Heinemann Educational Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 234 x
185 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. It s vital that we support young children s
reading in ways that nurture healthy...
Read  PDF »

Oxf o rd  Read in g Tree Read  w ith  BiI,  C h ip ,  an d  Kip p er:  Ph o n ics:  L ev el 6:  Gran  s                              
N ew  Blu e Sh o es ( H ard b ack)        
Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 2011. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 172 x 142
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Read With BiI, Chip and Kipper is the UK s best-
selling home reading series. It...
Read  PDF »
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