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.uniting to indomitable courage the great advantages of exact
military knowledge, the result of long experience. After the
wound of Major Brown, the command of the fort devolved upon
Captain Hawkins, of the 7th infantry. Large parties of mounted
Mexican infantry were now seen in the rear of the fort, and the
impression was that, having cannonaded the fort so long, the
enemy were now about to attempt it by assault. These parties
were scattered with canister, but a shower of shells followed for
an hour or two. A parley was then sounded by the assailants,
and a white flag displayed. Two Mexican officers advanced, and
were received by two Americans, who bore to Captain Hawkins a
communication from General Arista. The Mexican commander
assured the Americans that General Taylor could not reach
them to give them succour; and that in one hour s time,...
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