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edition. Excerpt: .Columbia, breeding everywhere that marshy
lands occur. It is an olive-brown bird, streaked and barred with
black, and in places with white also. While the most typical rails
have long bills, some species are short-billed. A Gallinule is a
bird which lives, acts and looks like a rail, and is easily
mistaken for either a rail or a coot; but it stands midway
between the two. It is distinguished from the rails by the bare,
horny shield upon the forehead, and from the coots by the
long, slender, unwebbed toes. The Florida Gallinule1 is also
called the Blue Rail, and Red-Billed Mud-Hen, and its general
color effect is bluish gray. It is found in localities adapted to its
habits throughout temperate North America, north to Canada,
and as far south as Brazil. The Purple Gallinule,2 of the
southern half of the eastern United States,...
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