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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1913 Excerpt: .feet in diameter. (See Figure 77 A.) The largest Fig. 77.4.--Leaves of a
tropical water lily (Victoria regia), growing in Lincoln Park, Chicago. leaves are found in the tropics. Banana
leaves are often eight feet long, while palm leaves are just as large though of different shape. The more severe
the climate, the smaller, in general, leaves tend to be. Thus it appears that small leaves, in general, are an
advantage to plants which have to contend principally with the elements, while large leaves, in general, are an
advantage to plants which have to contend principally with one another. In other words, small leaves go with
severe climates and larger ones with mild climates. Can you think of any possible reasons for this? In our own
climate large leaves are more frequent in shady places than in sunny places. You find them in damp woods
where there is little danger from drought, but a good deal of danger from lack of light. Large, thin leaves can
make food in dim light better than small, thick ones; they take advantage of all the light there is. (See Figure 78.)
Direct sunlight is not essential for photosynthesis; much of it is done in diffused light such as there is in shady
forests. On cloudy days when the sun does not shine at all, photosynthesis is reduced, but it is not stopped. You
may recall some plants with large leaves which you have seen growing in the open. Do...
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