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moods of love and passion, or anger and fear. Writers have
described these sounds by syllables or by comparisions with
other sounds in nature. Thus Ward (1906) says: Sometimes one
hears sounds like the lowing of cattle, except that the pitch is
higher, like the bleating of sheep, the mewing or snarling of cats,
the clucking of hens, the crowing of cocks, hoarse human
chuckles, and sounds for which I could find no comparisons.
Olive Thome Miller says that the young herring gull has a
querulous cry like a puppy in distress. I have often been struck
with the resemblance of some of their notes to the rattling of
blocks in the rigging of a vessel. The usual alarm cry may be
represented by the syllables, kak-kakkak, or by a series of ha ha
has. Herrick writes it as waw-wakwak! wak-wak! wak-wak!
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