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assertions may accord with facts in a Church where strict
discipline is observed, it is very painful to be obliged to make
them in several of the baptisms at which we have to officiate.
Among the rules from which common usage has established a
departure, there is the first rubric in the Communion Service,
which affords a check against the intrusion of unworthy
persons to the Lord s Table. This has been, and is, so
commonly disused, that were a parish minister to act upon it
individually, he would be regarded as an innovator upon
established customs, and stir up a feeling most unfavourable
to his general usefulness. Neither is the 29th Canon acted upon,

for fear of the same consequences; and yet it is highly desirable
that we should have some practicable and general rule for the
prevention of unworthy persons standing as sponsors,...
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