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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1855 Excerpt: . . . we have not in our dominions one man capable of unfolding the mystery of this
marvellous game. To be compelled, sui it were, to acknowledge our inferiority, would leave an everlasting stain
on the learned and the wise of Iran. Then Buzurjmihr had the chessboard and the pieces conveyed into a
private chamber; and there he sat for the space of a day and a night, applying the irresistible powers of his
penetrating intellect to the investigation of the principles and practice of the game. He examined with care the
probable bearing of each piece, till at length the full light burst upon him. Then he hastened from his solitary
chamber to the presence of Naushirwan, and thus spoke, 0 King of victorious destiny, | have carefully examined
this board, and these pieces, and at length, by your Majestys good fortune, | have succeeded in discovering the
nature of the game (a). It is a most shrewd and faithful repre supposed to have been built more than 1000 years
before the Christian era, and to have been the capital of King Fur or Poms, who fought against the Macedonian
hero, Alexander. The Indian histories are full of the accounts of its grandeur, extent, and populousness, so much
so that in the sixth century--that is, about the time of Naushirwan--it was said to contain no fewer than 30, 000
shops, in which the Indian luxury, called Pan-supari, a peculiar preparation of the areca or betel-nut, was
sold....
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