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He is a large, strongly-built man, with features expressing not only intelligence, but power. At the end of the
room sat Don Luis Cuevas, one of the Commissioners who signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo--a man of
polished bearing, and, from appearance, something of a diplomat. Gen. Almonte, whose low forehead, broad
cheek-bones and dark skin betray his Indian blood, occupied the seat next to Pedraza, the President of a few
days during a revolution in 1828. Almonte is the son of the Liberator Morelos, and that circumstance alone gave
him an interest in my eyes. The demeanor of the Senate is exceedingly quiet and grave. The speeches are short,
though not, in consequence, always to the point. On the contrary, | am told that any definite action on any
subject is as difficult to be had as in our own Congress. It is better, however, to do nothing decorously, than
after a riotous fashion. The Hall of Congress fronts on one of the inner courts of the Palace. It is semi-circular in
form, and lighted by windows of blue glass, near the top. As in the Senate, the members have no desks, but are
ranged along two semi-circular benches, the outer one raised a step from the floor. The Speaker sits on a
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